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The wonderful thing about Ruth Williams and Seretse Khama is even though
they were from different countries, different cultures, even though they were
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black man and a white woman being together, they fell in love with each
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On the political opposition to their marriage
notion of a biracial couple ruling a
Bechuanaland, as Botswana was called back then, was a protectorate of the
neighboring country intolerable.
South Africa threatened the British: United Kingdom, and so therefore Great Britain had a say in what was
either thwart the couple or be denied happening in Bechuanaland. South Africa was in the midst of instituting
access to South African uranium and apartheid. But also, Great Britain was beholden to South Africa because it
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gold because the coffers were highly depleted after the second world war in
the U.K. And South Africa was threatening to leave the commonwealth. So
these two people getting married just across the border in Bechuanaland ...
was something South Africa was just not going to allow, and South Africa
had a lot of leverage.
On the similarities between Khama and Martin Luther King Jr., who
Oyelowo played in the film Selma
Both men had that attribute that I personally admire the most in human
beings, which is an enormous capacity to love. And not just love in a thin,
romantic Hollywood way — I'm talking about sacrificial love where you are
prepared to put yourself on the line for others. And in the case of Dr. King,
obviously, that was for a people; but with Seretse Khama, it was for both his
wife and his people. And, you know, that's a real point of overlap that I could
feel in my body playing both characters.
On whether, as an actor of color, he feels there are more roles for him now
than there were before.
I can't lie to you and say I'm buried under an avalanche of scripts. And the
reason I say that is, look, the breadth of what you hope will be coming your
way isn't necessarily there. So, you know, I'm not going to complain about it,
I'm not going to grow bitter in a corner. I just have to develop things that I
want to see myself do.
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